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passed. That didn’t come just from me; 
that came from the American Enter-
prise Institute, which has all the credi-
bility in the world. They talk about 
the serious things that are going on, 
and they actually said this bill has the 
most substantial and consequential 
China-related provisions since—in, 
probably, history. 

That is significant because all of us 
remember—I know that Senator REED 
and I have both spent time in the 
South China Sea, the seven islands 
that they are doing right now. China— 
it is illegal, but they have taken over— 
no, they have created seven islands in 
the South China Sea. When you go 
down there, it looks as if, on those is-
lands, they are preparing for World 
War III. A lot of our allies in that area 
are very much concerned because they 
are making a lot more noise than we 
are, and they are demonstrating very 
clearly some of the things that they do 
that we haven’t done. Hypersonics is an 
example. That is a state-of-the-art 
thing that we do in modernizing our 
military equipment and abilities. It 
has been very successful, but they are 
still ahead of us, so we are in catchup 
mode. 

I would say this: When you go and 
you look and you see the buildups that 
they have—I can remember—it wasn’t 
long ago that every time China got in-
volved in any kind of an effort, they 
did it from their own city limits there. 
Now they are all over Djibouti, Tan-
zania, and all around the world. 

We made this bill to establish the Pa-
cific Deterrence Initiative. That is $2.2 
billion for foreign posture to put our-
selves in the position where we are 
going to pass, with this bill—we will 
pass China, and then we will be shifting 
the supply chains away from China— 
semiconductors and printed circuit 
boards, the pharmaceuticals—stimu-
lating the U.S. economy, protecting 
weapons systems and our troops, and 
bringing China’s malign national secu-
rity activities into light to make sure 
everybody knows what they are doing 
there. 

We have a new report in this bill on 
the true China defense security spend-
ing, new assessments of China’s indus-
trial base, new list of Chinese compa-
nies operating in the United States and 
making it more difficult for them to do 
that. It is all in this bill. There is a 
new report on the fishing fleets they 
have out there. It extends the success-
ful China Military Power Report, sup-
ports Taiwan and a new plan against— 
that is better than anything we have 
ever done before. 

Yesterday, I put this into the 
record—all the things that we are 
doing just concentrating on the threat 
that is posed to the United States from 
the country of China. It is all in this 
bill. So this is something we have 
taken great pride in because we recog-
nize the threat that is posed to our 
country from the Chinese. 

This is a good bill. It is one that de-
serves overwhelming support. I will say 

one more time that a lot of work went 
into this from both sides of the aisle. 
We were in agreement on it with huge 
margins of support in both Chambers of 
the House and the Senate. We will have 
a chance to move procedurally toward 
that and make that a reality before the 
end of the week. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oklahoma. 

f 

QUORUM CALL 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll, and the following Sen-
ators entered the Chamber and an-
swered to their names: 

[Quorum No. 5 Leg.] 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cardin 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 

Grassley 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
Leahy 
Lee 
Manchin 
Markey 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Peters 

Portman 
Reed 
Risch 
Roberts 
Romney 
Rounds 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott (FL) 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BOOZMAN). A quorum is present. 

The majority leader. 
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WILLIAM M. (MAC) THORNBERRY 
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2021—VETO—MOTION TO PROCEED 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask that the Chair lay before the Sen-
ate the veto message on H.R. 6395, and 
I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There is a sufficient second. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN), the 
Senator from Arkansas (Mr. COTTON), 
the Senator from Colorado (Mr. GARD-
NER), the Senator from South Carolina 
(Mr. GRAHAM), the Senator from Geor-
gia (Mrs. LOEFFLER), the Senator from 
Georgia (Mr. PERDUE), and the Senator 
from Florida (Mr. RUBIO). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Alabama (Mr. JONES) is 
necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 80, 
nays 12, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 290 Leg.] 
YEAS—80 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Boozman 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Ernst 

Feinstein 
Fischer 
Gillibrand 
Grassley 
Harris 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Manchin 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Peters 
Portman 

Reed 
Risch 
Roberts 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Udall 
Warner 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—12 

Braun 
Cruz 
Hawley 
Kennedy 

Lee 
Markey 
Merkley 
Paul 

Sanders 
Van Hollen 
Warren 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—8 

Blackburn 
Cotton 
Gardner 

Graham 
Jones 
Loeffler 

Perdue 
Rubio 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

WILLIAM M. (MAC) THORNBERRY 
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2021—VETO 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Veto message to H.R. 6395, to authorize ap-

propriations for fiscal year 2021 for military 
activities of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense activi-
ties of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Shall the bill pass, the ob-
jections of the President of the United 
States to the contrary notwith-
standing? The question is debatable. 

The majority leader is recognized. 
CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the veto 
message on H.R. 6395, a bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2021 for military 
activities of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense activi-
ties of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

Mitch McConnell, James M. Inhofe, Todd 
Young, John Cornyn, Cindy Hyde- 
Smith, Mike Braun, Deb Fischer, John 
Barrasso, Roger F. Wicker, Richard 
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